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Flood Relief April and May 2017 

Midwest and western states activated their Army National Guard soldiers to assist with 
flood relief. Six hundred Missouri Army National Guard soldiers were called upon to 
conduct aerial surveys, conduct rescues, transport first responders, and haul much 
need sand to fill sand bags. They conducted 111 evacuations and 136 separate rescue 
missions.  More than 700 state roads were closed due to the floodwaters. 

For three weeks in April and May 2017, the Nevada Army National Guard activated its 
largest domestic operation in response to a natural disaster in 20 years. The 140 
National Guard soldiers filled sandbags to protect homes and equipment. These 
soldiers built a 4-mile HESCO wall used to hold back flood water, and moved over 
12,000 yards of sand. 

The Arkansas National Guard’s 87th Troop Command was activated to conduct five 
State Active Duty missions during the flood of April-May 2017. The 87th conducted traffic 
control points, roving patrol, refueling, evacuations, and assisted the local law 
enforcement agency with providing security in the affected areas.  

The Iowa Army National Guard activated 400 soldiers to provide assistance and flood 
relief. Their mission was to establish and occupy 75 Evacuation Control Points. In 
addition, 11 Iowa Army National Guard liaisons were activated to work jointly with 
County Emergency Management Coordinators, and three Incident Awareness and 
Assistance Teams were activated. 

In May 2017, New York Governor Cuomo called up 320 New York Army National Guard 
soldiers to assist in flood relief efforts along the shores of Lake Ontario. According to 
LTC Ken Kieliszke at the time, “there are several missions being conducted 
simultaneously.” This included soldiers building break walls, filling sandbags, 
transporting sandbags to needed locations (by air and ground), and constructing Tiger 
Barriers. Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul told the soldiers that they were “the brawn 
behind the mission, and the strength that we needed at this time of need.” The soldiers 
remained on orders until 19 June 2017.  

Fighting Wildfires July – Sep 2017 

In August 2017, Governor Steve Bullock of Montana deployed 222 Montana Army 
National Guard soldiers to assist in fighting the LoLo Peak fire and the Meyers fire. 
Assistance included manning checkpoints, assisting local fire and police departments, 
and assisting with evacuations  

Also in August 2017, Governor Kate Brown of Oregon deployed 150 Oregon Army 
National Guard soldiers and 6 helicopters to support local police departments during the 



eclipse, estimating a million visitors would converge on the state. Additionally, over 100 
soldiers deployed to assist in fighting the High Cascade Complex Fire near Crater Lake. 

The 2d Battalion, 258th Aviation Regiment, Arizona Army National Guard assisted in the 
fight against its state’s wildfires by conducting water bucket operations, assisting in 
transporting fire fighters, conducting re-supply operations for ground based fire crews, 
and serving as observation platforms. 

Wyoming, Colorado and California also deployed their Army National Guard aviation 
assets throughout their states to assist in fighting wildfires and conducting evacuations.    

Hurricane Harvey August 2017 

Governor Greg Abbott activated the entire Texas Army National Guard to support the 
aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. Helicopters such as UH-60 Blackhawks, UH-72 Lakota, 
and CH-47 Chinooks conducted rescue operations and swift-water search and rescue 
missions. Over 400 High-Mobility Multi-Wheeled Vehicles and numerous other vehicles 
conducted high-water rescue, search and rescue. Soldiers also conducted bridging, 
logistics movements, airfield openings, urban search and rescue missions, and medical 
purification operations. In addition, six helicopters from Utah, Nebraska, and North 
Carolina Army National Guard units were on station in Texas. Army National Guard 
units from Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and New York were 
also assisting Texas. The total number of Army National Guard soldiers deployed to 
support Hurricane Harvey relief was at least 12,000.  

Hurricane Irma September 2017 

Governor Rick Scott activated the entire Florida Army National Guard for Hurricane 
Irma, a Category 4 hurricane with sustained winds of 130 mph. The Guard had 7,000 
soldiers on standby ready to answer the call before the storm made landfall. In addition 
to these soldiers, 1,000 high-water vehicles, 13 helicopters, 17 boats, and 700 
generators were staged.  

Because of the tremendous impact of the storm, Army National Guard soldiers from 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, New Jersey, Iowa and Ohio were activated and deployed 
to Florida to assist. The missions for these soldiers included high-water rescue, search 
and rescue, urban search, medical evacuations, logistics movements, swift-water 
rescue, and road clearing. 

In addition to Florida, 5,242 Army National Guard soldiers were deployed to Puerto Rico 
and 596 Army National Guard soldiers were also deployed to the U.S. Virgin Islands to 
assist in the relief effort of Hurricane Irma for these U.S. territories. 



Hurricane Maria September 2017 

Following the same path of destruction as Hurricane Irma, Hurricane Maria sounded the 
alarm for the U.S. Virgin Islands Army National Guard. Two UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopters from the Kentucky Army National Guard and four from the Tennessee Army 
National Guard provided medical evacuation assistance. The Virgin Islands Army 
National Guard activated 430 Soldiers with an additional 390 ARNG Soldiers from 
across the country assisting in conducting first response missions. 

The New York Army National Guard activated a Joint Incident Site Communications 
capability team to support the Virgin Islands. The mission was to assist in 
communications support for first responders and other government agencies. 

The Puerto Rico Army National Guard activated over 500 soldiers for assisting the first 
responders. Governor Kenneth Mapp signed mutual orders of understanding with 
Puerto Rico and New York for Military Police support.   

Oklahoma National Guard soldiers rescue people from burning apartments in 
Ukraine 

http://newsok.com/article/5556958 

http://newsok.com/article/5556958
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25 Jul 2017: Army Reserve Soldiers assigned to Army Reserve Medical Command’s 
7239th Medical Support Unit partnered with Fort Peck Indian Health Service (IHS) to 
provide medical and dental care services from July 15-29 at the on the Fort Peck Indian 
Reservation in Poplar, Montana. More than 30 Army Reserve Soldiers supported two 
clinics at Fort Peck:  the Chief Redstone Health Clinic in Wolf Point and Verne E. Gibbs 
Clinic in Poplar, Montana. http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Article/1256886/reserve-
soldiers-respond-to-nations-needs/ 

Collaboration between the Army Reserve and IHS is part of the Department of 
Defense’s Innovative Readiness Training, a training opportunity that ensures Reserve 
Soldiers maintain their combat readiness while addressing the needs within local 
communities. https://www.dvidshub.net/news/printable/242205 

06 Sep 2017: The 373rd Combat Sustainment Brigade, Texas Army Reserve assisted 
the local authorities with relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Harvey. These soldiers 
evacuated over 700 citizens, rescued over 180 pets, and transported emergency 
personnel to critical areas using high water platforms. 

Fire CPT Cody Theriot, leader of Beaumont Fire Department’s Strike Team 3, stated 
that the efforts and resources put forth by the Army Reserve were critical in life saving 
missions.https://www.army.mil/article/193336/army_reserve_continues_assistance_in_a
ftermath_of_harvey 

20 Sep 2017: Hurricane Maria caused the Governor of Puerto Rico to activate the entire 
Army Reserve stationed on the island. These soldiers are assisting the local authorities 
by purifying water, clearing roads, and providing fuel to the hospitals. Soldiers of the 
471st Engineer Company are responsible for removing trees, bushes, downed power 
lines and other debris that block roads to Hospital de Castaner. The hospital is relying 
on the Army Reserve to deliver fuel for the emergency generators that provide power for 
the facility as well as medicine resupply. 
http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Display/Article/1336338/us-army-reserve-soldiers-clear-
roads-after-hurricane-maria/    

23 Sep 2017: Five Army Reserve soldiers made DoD history. The team became the 
first DoD Federal Coordinating Center activated for natural disaster relief. The mission 
of FCC Columbia is the transfer of patients from areas affected by Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands to an unaffected area where they can receive 
medical care. http://www.usar.army.mil/News/Article/1337399/providing-medical-care-
after-hurricane-maria/  

29 Sep 2017: Twice the Soldier – Twice as Strong. Sergeant First Class Alicia 
Hofmann was driving to her Army Reserve meeting when she came across a burning 
automobile. After calling 9-1-1 for help, the registered nurse and Afghanistan veteran 
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tried to extract the 300 pound driver from the vehicle. Luckily, another reservist, 
Specialist Bryant Williams, happened on the scene and together, the two pulled the 
driver from danger. 

“That guy was lucky that Sgt. 1st Class Hofmann was there that day. The medical, fire 
and law enforcement authorities said that if it had not been for her heroic actions, 
putting her own life in danger, that man would have died.” 
http://thisainthell.us/blog/?p=75161 

316 Sustainment Command (Expeditionary): In support of Operation Inherent 
Resolve in Iraq and Syria, the 316th ESC coordinated the delivery of more than 22 
million rounds of ammunition, 7.5 million pounds of food, 3 million gallons of fuel, 1,000 
vehicles, 400 million gallons of water and 13,000 weapons in support of military and 
humanitarian operations. Getting these vital supplies forward over the last nine months 
required more than 1,200 convoys, 2,000 flights and 20 airdrops. 
http://www.usar.army.mil/377th-TSC/316-ESC/  

http://thisainthell.us/blog/?p=75161
http://www.usar.army.mil/377th-TSC/316-ESC/
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03 Mar 2017: 3,000 U.S. Soldiers deployed to the Republic of Korea and joined the 
forces stationed on the peninsula for the joint exercise Foal Eagle. The exercise was 
defensive in nature, and demonstrated the commitment between the US and South 
Korea. https://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1102331/us-south-korea-launch-
annual-foal-eagle-exercise/ 

09 Mar 2017: The 10th Combat Aviation Brigade deployed to Camp Mihail Kogalniceanu 
in Romania to conduct combined training missions with the Romanian Army in support 
of Operation Atlantic Resolve. http://www.military.com/daily-news/2017/03/09/romanian-
us-troops-train-together-nato-support-operation.html  

July 1017: Members of the 13th Expeditionary Sustainment Command, 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) deployed to Libreville, Gabon to participate in exercise Judicious 
Activation.  The focus of this exercise was to test an expeditionary sustainment 
command's ability to deploy to a forward location and set up an early entry command 
post capable of managing logistics for troops before the main element deployed and 
long-term structures were in place. 
https://www.army.mil/article/192190/us_army_africa_conducts_exercise_judicious_activ
ation_in_gabon  

Sep 2017: Members of the 6th Battalion, 101st General Support Aviation Brigade 
deployed to Puerto Rico. Hurricane Maria’s assault on Puerto Rico left 3.4 million 
residents without power, and of the 69 hospitals located on the island only 21 have the 
fuel or power to remain open. Thousands of residents located outside of the capital city 
are unable to get medical care, food, or clean drinking water. Members of the 6th 
Battalion, 101st GSAB, along with medevac helicopters, and support personnel are 
deployed to assist. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/101st-airborne-division-deploying-
to-puerto-rico-as-recovery-effort-lags 

Sep 2017: 600 soldiers from the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division 
trained with 300 Japanese Soldiers Japan Ground Self-Defense Force during Exercise 
Rising Thunder conducted at Yakima Training Center, Washington. In a statement 
made by the 7th Infantry Division Commander, the exercise built trust, familiarity, and 
interoperability between the two nations. https://www.dailyrecordnews.com/members/u-
s-army-partners-with-japanese-for-training-at-yakima/article_83707d60-62d5-11e5-
b33e-2766e0cc096a.html  

20 Oct 2017: The 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Regiment assumed responsibility of Battle 
Group Poland at Bemowo Piskio Training Area in Orzysz, Poland. The Battle Group 
consists of Soldiers from Poland, United Kingdom, Romania, Croatia, and the United 
States. The mission of Battle Group Poland is to provide defense and deterrence in 
support of NATO’s enhanced Forward Presence Initiative. https://defenselink.ord/2nd-
cavalary-regiment 
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